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1
Apologies

Apologies were received from the following:- Mr P Blackburn-Maze, Mr J Gammie, Mr P Gill, Mr J Gray, Dr N Hattersley(Hon Treasurer), Professor J R Hillman, Dr N Kerby, Mr A Logan, Mr G R Mackay, Mr M McLaughlin, Mr J Marshall, Mr E Pate, Mr L Porter, Mr D Rennie, Mr G Rennie, Mr T Sobey, and Mr P Wilgoss.
The meeting was attended by members of the Society, SCRI staff and representatives of the media.

2 Minute of the 2009 Annual General Meeting
The Minute of the previous meeting of 27 May 2009 was accepted as a true record.

3
Adoption of the Minute

The adoption of the Minute was proposed by Mr Ian Ivory and seconded by Dr Keith Dawson. This received the approval of the meeting.

4
Matters arising

There were no matters arising which were not to be covered by the Agenda.
5
Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2009
The audited accounts were received from the auditors, Messrs Henderson Loggie of Dundee and were considered by the Committee of Management (CoM) at their meeting on the morning of 26 May 2010, at which it was agreed that they constituted a true record of the Society’s financial affairs. A brief resume of the accounts was given by the Chairman. 
The CoM continues to monitor closely the share values for the Society’s investments, and the income from these. The current total value of investments stands at £467k, with an annual income of around £23k. An increase in this income is sought to enable the Society to provide a greater level of support for its various activities. To this end, further changes will be made to the Society’s investments.

The Society continues to make an annual grant of £5000 to each of the three crop Sub-Committees for Soft Fruit, Combinable and Energy Crops, and Potatoes, which they allocate for research, and in the organisation and support of the various winter and summer meetings arranged. Out of this sum, the Soft Fruit Sub-Committee will be providing financial support for the new Raspberry Breeding Consortium.
6
Adoption of the Accounts

The adoption of the Accounts was proposed by Mr John Whitehead and seconded by Mr Alistair Redpath. This received the approval of the meeting. 
7
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman intimated that, under his report, he would include Agenda item number 7, ‘The future direction of the Society’.

The Society’s three sub-committees for Combinable Crops, Potatoes and Soft Fruit, continue to be active with support for three outdoor events in the summer months and up to three indoor events during the winter months. Of the outdoor events, Potatoes in Practice is now the largest outdoor event in Britain, with almost 700 attending at the past year’s event. The figures for Cereals in Practice and Fruit for the Future, of 207 and 120 respectively, were well up on the previous years and further growth in the numbers is anticipated. The Society’s membership is static at 288 but a membership expansion programme will be introduced once it is clear how the Society’s remit relates to that of the new institute to be formed by a merger of the Scottish Crop Research Institute and the Macaulay Institute.
In terms of any change in the direction of the Society, the CoM have considered a range of options, which range from the status quo to merger with some other organisation with similar or parallel aims and objectives. A discussion document on future options will be placed on the Society Website once the timetable for merger and staffing at a senior level of the new institute has been finalised. At that time, feedback will be welcome.  The Committee remains committed to its independence in the belief that this provides the best means for supporting the research programme and providing an independent voice for future research decisions.
Dr Wale asked that the considerable support provided by the Honorary Secretary, especially for the additional work entailed in investigating future options for the Society, should be recorded in the Minutes.

Finally, the Chairman intimated that he would be standing down from his position, immediately following this AGM. After four years leading the Society, he felt that it was time for change. He particularly wished to thank the Trustees, the Committee of Management and the Honorary Treasurer for their hard work over this period, and the members for their support of both him and the Society

.
8
Election of Office Bearers and Committee of Management

The Chairman, Dr Stuart Wale, having earlier intimated his intention to stand down as Chairman of the Society, Mr Alistair Redpath, the current Vice-Chairman, was proposed as his successor by Dr Keith Dawson, and seconded by Mr JohnWhitehead. This received the approval of the meeting. To fill the vacancy so created, Dr Keith Dawson was proposed for the post of Vice-Chairman by Mr John Whitehead, seconded by Mr Mark Ballingall. This received the approval of the meeting.
Mr L Porter and Mr P Thomson had intimated their willingness to stand for a further year as members of the Committee of Management. A proposal to this effect was made by Dr Stuart Wale and seconded by Dr Bill Macfarlane Smith. This received the approval of the meeting.

9
Appointment of Trustees

The appointment of Professor J R Hillman, Mr I E Ivory, Mr A Logan and Mr J Whitehead as Trustees (they will also sit on the Committee of Management) was proposed by Dr Bill Macfarlane Smith and seconded by Dr Stuart Wale. This was approved by the meeting. The appointment of Dr Wale as an additional Trustee was proposed by Dr Keith Dawson and seconded by Mr Mark Ballingall. This also received the approval of the meeting.
10
Appointment of Auditors
The appointment of Messrs Henderson Loggie, as auditors, was proposed by Professor Peter Gregory and seconded by Mr Alan Young. 
11
Outline of future activities

The Chairman intimated that the usual summer events will take place on the following dates:- Cereals in Practice on Thursday 8 July, Fruit for the Future on Thursday 15 July and Potatoes in Practice on Thursday 12 August. Notification of these events has already been sent to the Society’s members.
12
AOCB

Under this item, Professor Gregory thanked Dr Wale for his enormous contribution to the Society over the past four years. There was no other competent business
13
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next AGM was fixed for Wednesday 25 May 2010.

14
Massalski Prize

 The Chairman then presented the Massalski Prize for 2010. This Prize was donated by Professor and the late Mrs Massalski in memory of their son Peter whose untimely death occurred when he was a member of staff at SCRI. The Prize is awarded biennially and this year was presented to Dr Csaba Hornyik for his research on plant gene expression in relation to flowering time control and aspects of defective gene expression.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and then introduced the guest speaker, Professor Martin Tangney from Napier University, who gave the invited SSCR Lecture on the subject of Biofuels. A resume of this lecture will be available later on the SSCR Website, at:- http://sscr.scri.ac.uk. The Chairman thanked Professor Tangney for an excellent and very informative address which was greatly appreciated by the members.
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